PEARLS OF THE ORIEXT

northern Mindanao and Jolo. Chau Ju-
Kua, who wrote about 1250, mentions this
trade. Morga mentions trade with Siam
and Cambodia, Malacca, India and Japan.

In the fifteenth century the Arabs con-
quered the Hindus in Java and Moham-
medanism succeeded Buddhism. Before
this event Islamism had reached Borneo
and the Sulu Archipelago; then it spread
to Mindanao, Mindoro, Manila Bay and
other parts of Luzon. The arrival of the
Spaniards with their proselyting zeal alone
prevented the people of the Philippines
from becoming Mohammedan. When the
Spaniards took Manila it was from a Mo-
hammedan rajah. Then began the long
struggle between .the Spaniards and the
Mohammedan Malays, a struggle like the
contest for the possession of southern
Spain with the Mohammedan Moors; so
the Spaniards called their new Mohamme-
dan opponents Moros (Moors).

Magellan on the first voyage around the
world saw the island of Samar on March

15, 1521. After visiting some of the
smaller islands, he landed at Cebu where
two thousand of the inhabitants were bap-
tized, Magellan helped the Cebu ruler in
an attack on the neighboring ruler of
Mactan Island and was killed. One of
his ships finally returned to Spain.

Three other Spanish expeditions made
visits. One of their leaders named the
islands Las Filipinos in honor of Philip II.
Later Legaspi sailed from Mexico to
the Islands and established a settlement
at Cebu in 1565. Reinforcements from
Mexico came, and in 1569 Panay was oc-
cupied. A year later Martin de Gniti and
Juan de Salcedo took Manila which Le-
gaspi made the capital. Due to the sparse
population governed by rulers having au-
thority over small areas, the skill of Sal-
cedo and the eloquence of the missionary
friars soon brought the greater part of the
islands under Spanish authority.

The missionary friars by their devoted
efforts led the people to accept Christian-

MAKING HATS OF SPLIT BAMBOO

These women are weaving fine bamboo fibres into hats. The block to shape the crown is
between two hats that require only binding around the brims to be finished The finest
hats are woven in the early morning hours beside streams so that ^.^^f* J^SH?
the delicate fibres pliable. You can pay a hundred dollars for a hat of the very best quality.
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